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the year 1910 the railway^ companies made a net px'ofit of 
£47,355,889. Wages and salaries of everyTnnd and all materials 
and expenses amounted to £76‘,569,67C. ' 


Law and Industrial Slavery. 

. We are glad to see that the protest against WiU; Orooks’s' 
fjaboiir IlispStes Bill which was made in the last issue of 
Freedom has been generally ‘ supported by Socialists and 
.Labour men. The G'eneral Federation of Trade Unions has 
published—a-long manifesto against the "Bill, in the course of 
which it says,Recent strikes have shown beyond doubt that 
the quickest method of securing the consideration of evil con¬ 
ditions and low Wages is.by industrial action.” This is the 
lesson which must be learned by the - working classes. They 
know from past experience how dilBcult it is to obtain any 
amelioration of their lot by .Parliamentary means—the history of 
the nineteenth century is , conclusive upon this point. The State 
will make no, attempt, and careful inquiry will prove that it,.cau 
make no attempt'to seriously modify, much less abolish, wage- 
slavery. The abolition of landlordism and capitalism, with:its 
consequence, poverty for the many, is not “ practical politics,” , 
but a revolutionary Labour proposition. Yet'tjhis is the para- 
jnouut, the essential, object to be fought for, and trivialities of 
Parliamentary controversy are qnite beside the mark. On the 
other hand, every new'law which is passed, ostensibly-to 
ameliorate the condition of the poor, places new fetters upon them 
and creates new crimes. ■ • 


Coal Miners Next . « . 

The time is rapidly approaching when the' country will be 
faced with another great industrial Crisis.,- This time the 
question of a minimum wage for those who work in the coal 
mines and the abolition of piecework Will, it is said, be the main 
points in the conflict. In every coalfield these and other local 
grievances are agitating the minds of the worker^. In many 
places the men have been chafing and even rebelling against the 
inaction impo^d upon them by the officials. The men would 
have readily thrown in their lot with the railway, and dock 
workers a month ago, but .wei:e held back. Our own feelings 
are tinged with regret that they did not move in one vast body 
while the, miners in South '^^les were so heroically fighting 
against the monstrous tyranny and robbery of their employers- 
Let us hops that they too WilT'be able toi join in the' general 
revolt. ..Now that the object lessons have been so forcible, the 
days of sectional defea!t should be past. We a,re of opinion that 
the coal miners 'will receive the undivided Sympathy of their 
fellow-workers right through the land. 


.r. 


WoF-kers Gain by Direct Action. 

’ It is pleasant to record any admissions.' of the advantage 
gained by the Direct Action of the workers which are made J^y 
■ advocates of the ballot-box stupidity, and therefore the remarks 
made by Keir Hardie at AheWlare .on' September 26th are 
worthy of attention. 'He is reported as saying: “A year ago 
the public mind was filled with what was called the constitutional 
crisis. L^st autumn, however, an event happened which com- 
plkely' obliterated every political' consideration 'and caused a 
great' uprising of the working class. The hest...estiffiation he had 
'been able to fdrm of the result of the strike up-to-date was that 
£10,400,000 yearly increase in wages' had been secured. - This 
showed the real power of the working class when it was properly 
exerted.” If this estimate is accurate, and we hope it is^it ought 
to strike the dullest rhind that the comparison qf such methods 
with Parliamentary impotence or antagonism should incline the 
working classes to a vast extension of their action along these 
lines. Of course, even then little of permanent value can, be 
obtained imless there is a great increase in the study qf economic 
problems by working men and women. Action without intelli¬ 
gence is akin to the conduct of people when they are deceived 
by electioneering cries and lies, and flqck to . the ballot-box 
to “ choose the best man.” With Lnotvledge, solidarity, 
and . determination, Labour’s emancipation can be speedily 
assured." . 


Laundry Workers Revolt. 

Women and children have ever, since the commencement of 
the industrial system been the hapless victims Of ihe capitalist. 
Especially is. this the case amongst the women employed in the 
laundry world since it became possible to conduct the business 
on a large scale, and the blessed principle of competition was 
introduced in order that the business might he exploited by the 
investor and the capitalistic “clptain of industry.” And so in 
the laundry districts of London the women-"slave in thousands 
drenched in steam and water or bakefl in extreme heat for twelve 
or thirteen hours per day for two shilling, two and-sixpence, or 
a few pence more. Seven to ten shii lings per week are the 
normal rates of-pay. Fines are imposed \ipon them, "for late 
arrival at work, and out of all proportion to their remuneration. 
This industry demands its ,toll also in infantile mortality, not to 
mention the individual degradation whjch must result from the 
dehumanisiog conditions. It is a work of mercy to assist and 
encourage the attempt to form a Union aniongst these workers, 
and we "earnestly-wish them every success. '' 


What will the Railwaymen Do ? - . 

The Commission of Inquiry is nearing the end of its labours, 
and probably will advise some paltry make-rbelieve of “ recogni¬ 
tion the men’s Unions, and in return for that “ concession ” 
the m^n wilU'be bound in penalties enforced by their own 
societies to abide the tricks and delays of Conciliation Boards. 
It is hardly creditable that the men after aU they have suffered- 
and ^ndured will foolishly agree to any such “ settlement.” But 
' it is |o be hoped that they will not make the mistake of restrict¬ 
ing their action, and courting failure by giving the companies 
adequate notice of their attack. Their grievances aife great and 
numerous and of long standing. We trust .that jthey-will he 
joined and supported in their action by allied sections of labour, 
Meanwhile some of Mr. Chiozza Money^s figures given in thej 
Daily Newii might be studiM with ■‘advantage. He sajj/fe that for' 

■ ■ ' . ' ■■■ I I ^ 


A Sidelight on the “justice ” Slander. ' . 

An item of news contained in the, (Jhicarjo Kxaimner of 
August 27th, 1911, is of importance' in nailing down the lie in 
reference to Emma Goldman for which, the editor of Justice is 
responsible. It appears that a romantic attachment,of a lawyer 
named Dibble foy 'Mrs, OZarous?c?/, the “ charming ttndoio of a 
distinguished .Russian diplomatist;” has given publicity to the 
fact that the said Olarovsky “ died fifteen months ago ” It will 
be remembered, !that this was the man whom Quelch’s 
“ informant ” (?) vyas supposed to have heard say (time and place 
not given) that Endma Goldman was a, police spy 1 So the actual 
facts of the case stand thus:—-An anonymous “‘informant” 
skulking behind Quelch, refusing all details of any proof, makes 
this infamous accusation as coming from a man who, it now 
turn's out, has been in his grave fifteen months. What can one 
say to such a mixture of vehom and-stupidi^ as this slander has 
brought forth?' Ohly thisfperhaps, that Q^eleh is missing a 
good thing in-not getting/himself appoih|ed editox’ of the' 
detective stories ifi the'“penny horribles ” oi the blood-and- 
thunder school.! ' . , , 




ji AxARpHY.-rA s'ocial theory which regards the union of order 
with the Ubaence of all direct government of man by man as the 
political ideal—Gentiiry Dictionary. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO A SOLDIER. 

A word with you, Tommy Atkins! About those. strikes, you 
know,’. They meant a lot of extra work for yoii and your chums, 

“ didn’t they? A lot of “messing about,” too. ' And you don’t like, 
“messing about”; no one does,. You found it tiresome. Naturally. 
You didn’t join the Army to do police work—and worse. You enlisted 
because'you wished to fight for your King and Country. I’m not so 
sure about that, though. Men go into.the Army for so many reasons. 
TJnemploynaent, for one. Starvation is a good recruiting-sergeant, 

• when you come to think of"it. . Anyhow, whether you wanted to fight ■ 
‘ for your King and Country or not, you didn’t ehliSt for the purpose of 
shooting down your own countrymen. That’s what strike-duty means, 
Tommy. You may not be called on to fire. But if you, are, it will be 
againht working men that you will pull the trigger.* Your own 
brothers, Tommy; for after all you are working class, yourself, when 
you come to think of it.' 

Yes, I know they’ll tell you you’re a gentleman, when they want 
your help Very ba'dly. “ A gentlei:p.an in khaki,” eh, Tommy ? That’s 
when they think about you ; but they only think of you when they 
want you, for all that.. A gentleman, To'mmy! They don’t exactly 

■ pay you a gentleman’s wage; they don’t feed you exactly as though 
you were a gentleman: Perhaps they don’t really think ybu’re one, 
Tommy. Perhaps it's only “ soft soap.” Anyway, if' you venture to ' 
act as though you are a gentleman, well—! Your officers are gentlemen, 

, and you—you get fourteen days' O.B. for insubordination. Discipline 
must be maintained,, they will tell you. Discipline, Tommy, You 
know what that means.Do as you’re told. 

■ That’s what's- the matter. 'with- strikers. They’re not gentlemen 
and they won’t do as they’re told. It’s very sad. Tommy. Very. The 
gentlemen who are kind enough to; employ those workmen feel hurt 
about it. They feel very hurt indeed, and they thunk—not out loud, 
Tommy; they are too wise for thf^—^they think it would do those 
workmen good if they were hurt as well. . - , 

Of course, the workmen, who are not gentlemen, and their wives, 
who are not ladies,, and their children—their “ brats,” as the ladies and. 
gentlemen would say—are hurt every* day of their livesv 'Many- of 
them are hurt so badly that they don’t recover, Tommy. There are 
^jjore workmen killed and injured in this country in one year than 
were killed and injured during three jears of the South African “War. 
Not very pleasant. Tommy, when you come.to think of it. Then there 
are the'others. They get hurt; too. Not enough to eat; not enough 
clothes; not enough boots; not enough firing; not enough pure air.' 
But they get so used to it that they almost forget that* it hurts, so it 
doesn’t really count, does it ? If it hurt more, thero might be less 
insubordination, less going on strike. So the gentlemen who employ 
these workmen think that if they were hurt a little more they wouldj^ 
come to their knees. Of course, the gentlemen don’t say that ; they 
only think it. , “ Qome to their senses,” is what they say. They must 
be brought-to their senses, Tommy. 

So the police are fetched and they get in a little truncheon 

■ practice. (Do you- remember that Sunday in Liverpool, Tommy,' when 
they even used their truncheons on cripples ?) . Then 'the working man 

, comes to his senses'and goes back to work with a bajudaged head. And 
he and his wife and his 'children continue to go short as before. Food, 
clothing, boot^, etc. You know. 

But sometimes the workmen refuse to come to their senses. 
(That’s very tiresome and it seems-to be increasing, Tommy. Actually 
increasing!) 'Well, the police get tired of smashing heads. Also the " 
workmen get tired of having their heads smashed. Then yo^{ are called 
in, Tommy.;^ Fifty rounds of ball. You know. You are marched 
into the streets and the people throw atones. It’s very bad of them. 
(Their masters, who are gentlemen, don’t throw .stones. But, then, 
their masters’ stomachs are always full.) You stand in the street until 
it gets too hot for anything. Then the gentleman in-'command of,your ' 
company gives the order to fire. And you-;-you obey orders. Tommy. 

•“ Yours not to reason why,”, they tell you. Yours to fire—‘oa your 
own class. 

But perhaps they are wrong, Tommy. Perhaps, if you thought it 
out, you would notice' that these working people, your brothers and 
your sisters, throw bricks when they know the, answer will come in 
bullets. They are, desperate. People are not rendered desperate easily. 
Tommy. It is funny,-too, when you come to think of it, that the 
gentlemen who are quarrelling with their workpeople keep far away 
from the bricks and the bullets. They are not desperate, you spe. 
Only determineii; You might wonder, if you started to “reason why,” 

‘ that these gentlemen dguaot-sefetle their quarrels themselves, instead of 
dragging ypu into it. You might—but there, Tommy, if once you 
start thinking about the rights and wrongs of the matter, there’s no ' 
telling wherei you Will stop. Y*ou and the rest of your chums might 
end by refusing to shoot. They did that in France the other day. No 
wonder your officers, who are gentlemen, are anxious that you should 
not think too hard, or read too much. Insubordination, Tbiiimy. 
Discipline, Tomihy. 

If you ‘ceased to obey orders like that, what wovM the world come < 
to? What, indeed! Some one has got to “keep the working people 
in their proper places.” (Have you seen the slums, Tommy ? “ Their 
proper places” !) The masters and their ■ friends the "politicians, who 
are paid to run this great Empire of ours,'at our expense but for their 
benefit-—can’t be expected to do the bludgeoning and the shooting. 


It Would spoil their dinners. Tommy. Not a chunk of beef and a ' 
piece of “ duff,” but six courses wine. 

It will be a bad day for the good, kind employers, and the'patient, 
uncomplaining shareholders, and their friends the gifted, benevolent 
Cabinet Ministers, when .you start thinking. When you get your 
discharge you will be .a common working man' once more, Tommy. 
What then ? You will get a job. If you can, that ia. ^ 

, “ Oh, Tommy, Tommy Atkins, you’re a good ’un, heayt and hand.” » 
But that’s when you're in the Service, chummie ; in His. Majesty’s 
Service} When you’re out of it and hunting for a job you rnayVtin' 
up.against this:— , ■ . ' - , 

: . No Ex-Soldibrs Need AppIiY. ; 

If you don’t, if you get a job. , What then ? \ 

,Yqu.. discover that you’re over-worked. SpeCding-up, Tommy. 
•You’re' underpaid, too. You can live on vety little, nOt Wng a gentle¬ 
man like your kind employer. But you can’t .even get that. Your 
mates—lots of ’em old Service men, too—are in, the same boat. You . 
get “ fed up.” All of you. You say: “ If we can’t get^nough to keep 
ourselves and bur wives and our kids, we’ll chuck it till we can.” You 
“ down tools,” Yoii comeP-oUt on strike. What then, Tommy ? 

The kind masters.and their friends don’t look upon you as “a 
gentleman in khaki,” because you’re out of it. They ffisebvef that 
you’re “ a discontented c^r,” instead. You are no longer “ one of. the 
bulldog breed” either, but “a disorderly skulker.” Funny, isn’t it? 
The police are called in and they beat you off whilst the kind employer 
tries to fill your place With “blacklegs.” They don’t treat you gently j 
either, Tommy.- Truncheon practice. Tommy. You are annoyed. At 
last you grow desperate, chummie. The wife and the “kids.” Is 
there no justice for working men ? Must they bp crashed to the 
ground because they demand a living wage? It becomes unbearable.. 
What then ? , b 

The soldiers, Tommy. The soldiers. Fifty rounds of ball. Yon 
know. No peed to tell you what happens. You are enraged.' 
Maddened. Stones .fly through 4he air, Then the officer gives an 
order. “Theirs not to reason why,” Tommy, They bring &oiE_rifi®9 
to the shoulder-^ 

If youAvere in Liverpool, Tommy, you must have seen a lot of pld 
Soldiers. Not amongst the well-fed gentlemen in the restaurants and •; 
hotels, h. feio of them were in police uniform. The rest were— 
where ? AmongSfc the strikers, -chummie. With their medal ribbons 
on.. They had served their country like Britons, They risked being 
shot like dogs I ” _ ‘ . 

Think it over, Tommy. Think it over, ' 

■ LiNODON EvBRAED, 


A Statement from the Working Class of Mexico 

. To ilie JfJfth Annual Trades' Union'Coiigress. / 

(Distrihuted ty Order of the Standing Ordp's Gommittee.) 


BiiOTHEii Workers,^— ■ , 

The appropriateness of this address to your Congress as a body of 
Trade TJnionists will quickly become apparent to you if you shall prove 
sufficiently mindful of'tffie universality of working-class interest to not., 
be deterred, by their somewhat general nature, from, reading closely 
the statements contained in the first two paragraphs—statements which - 
you will presently perceive to-be necessary to the conveying of a proper 
and complete understanding of the peculiar importance, to Trade Union 
interests, which is possessed by the apparently far-off struggle of .the 
workers of Mexico for land and liberty.. • _ 

It is an admitted historical fact that, in laying its plans to extort 
from the worker the surplus value produced by his toil, the master 
class has always taken special care to seize the ownership, first of the, 
resources of nature, and then of the,tools of production and exchange 
—the reason for this strat^y being found ir;i the manifest' truth, that 
when, the worker is thus cut off from the’ free access to the land, and 
from the opportunity to.^ employ himself, he will be compelled to seek 
employment from the class which has seized these privileges'; and, 
through thus finding himself at th^mercy of the master, wili be com¬ 
pelled, to accept the master’s terms and to-give up a portion of the 
product of his toil in return for the bare favour of being employed 
at all. ^ I ' . * ■ ' 

From tile Trade Union point of view, it is obvious that this policy 
of thus fencing in the worker from every chance to work and live, ' 
except by'permission of the master dlass, is also the means by which in 
every centre bf 'industry^ there is purposely kept on hand—“ just aroun4 
the corner”—a certain surplus supply of unemployed and therefore 
starving men, driven by their dire suffering to be. willing to sell their , 
labour power for the bare physical necessaries of life, -antU-therefore 
available as a constant and never-failing instrument by which the 
master cl^ is able to keep the employed worker continuously at that 
point of virtual enslavement where there is returned to the working 
class, as its full compensation, only that small fractional part of the , 
product of their toil which is sufficient to merely supply them with the 
energy to continue to work, and to br^ed new slaves for their masters, 
rather than become tramps, or commit suicide, * 

Ahd since^ as a result of this common pbiioy of the master class, 
the world over, it is to-day the fact that land otherwise .capable of being 
reached and used by the workers has evbrywher^ been seized and held 
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at priceibr Under conditions which pldce it far beyond the reach of the 
bare-handed worker—insomuch that in no part of the earth is it now ; 
possible for the bare-handed worker to live esfcept under the s^ad 
, alternative of either selling himself to a master or of facing risk of 
" death or imprisonment for seizing the land and the tools from the 
hands of the master-class—from all this it is abundantly evident that 
> those who in any part of the world may thus prove brave enough to 
face this risk of death, and capably enough to succeed in thus ivresting 
the land ahd machinery from the grasp 6£ ,the master class, and honest 
enough to place these resources and instrumentalities on a basis of use 
by 'and for the working class, are at the same time performing for 
organised labour,.throughout the world, the g£eat and almost inestim¬ 
able service, not, only of providing a haven of refuge forunemployed 
workers who would otherwise constitute a chief agency‘for the forcing 
' of unfair wages and conditions upon the employed workers, but also of 
furnishing an inspiring example and precedent for the speedy 
emancipating of the land and its products in other parts of the 
world also. ' , 

It is,precisely this service to the cause of organised labourj 
throughout'the world, which is now being performed by the working 
people of Mexico in their unprecedented and determined movement to 
seize back the lands and utilities of Mexicd from the grasp of the 
unscrupulous hnahciers, who have acquired a nominal (and to a- large 
extent a very recent^ title to those lands'as a result of a series of 
• wicked conspiracies entered into by these capitalists with the ring' of 
'corrupt Mexican officials, who for , many years past hawe battened on 
their native land like the vultui’es that tore the yitals of the' chained' 
Prometheus. . ^ 

Under the rulet of these officials, who for years have made only the 
most farcical jpretence? of beipg chosen by the prople and of respon¬ 
sibility to the people, this stealing and 'deeding away of the people’s 
land was followed by a Similarly iniquitous granting of concessions for 
. railroads, and of' all the'various forms 'of capitalistic enterprise which 
follow in the wake of the railroad; and this entering by Mexico into 
the-wery centre of the toils of the capitalist system has been further 
emphasised by the fact tha,b nearly all the members of the working 
class who, under the inevitable compulsion of this capitalism, undertook: 
to organise Trade Unions, or even to agitate fon better conditions ■ 
without actual organisation, were ruthlessly shot down or imprisoned. 

Nevertheless, the movement w.as kept up by those who survived or 
escaped this ruthless prosecution; and- in every part of Mexico the 
peons or working people have now received a , degree of economic 
education which has proved sufficient to impel them t6 refuse to accept 
the‘continuance of capitalist methods now attempted to be forced upon 
, them under the self-kssumed dictatorship of" Madero—a wealthy land- 
owner arid political aspirant, who is no-W Openly accepted by'the official 
ring as the pliant tool of their financieriiig allies in place of Diaz, the 
. president recently deposed in th^ hour of his failing physique; 

In accord with this enlightened attitude, these, workers are in 
every quarter of Mexico refusing to give up their weapons, and are 
re-occupying and cultivating their lands without regard to the pareh- 
Ecenb titles held by the financial ring. The latter gentlemen are now 
busily engaged in bargaining for the invasive support of their inequit¬ 
able claims by the Governments of Germany and France and other 
foreign powers. . ' . . 

No such invasion, however, will be able to subdue the determina¬ 
tion of the Mexican workers to abolish private ownership of land and 
of the instruments of production and exchange. These workers, being 
about, three-fcXM-hs Indian by race, constitute practically the whole 
natiob, and they are resolved to neither yield their lands n^r to give 
“ coinpensation ” to these capitalisls who by corrupt practices have 
acquired technical title tb these lands. . 

This wonderful movement is .the first instance in modern economic 
" history of a disinherited class boldly taking back the land that h^d 
been' taken away from them by the tricks of the law; and as an 
immediate sequence to the success of ‘this theii; heroic strug^e for land 
and. liberty, the workers of the eptire world are freely invited to 
participate as individuals in the material benefits of" this . expected 
victory, and are moreover urged and encouraged to obtain siipilar 
benefits in their own countries ^by taking full advantage of the* pre¬ 
cedent thus established , as tp the best manner of dealing with those 
' privilege-seeking classes who, by corrupting the representatives of the 
people, have placed themselves defiantl-y 'on record as wilfully and 
knowingly “ buying into a quarrel ” with the people, and who hSve 
thereby estopped themselves from the right to demand “ compensation ” 
from the people. ‘ . ‘ 

For the glorious example of forking dass solidarity which has 
recently been given to the workers of the world by you, the working 
people of Great Britain, we extend’ to you our fraternal and admiring 
congratulations. -We regard this jyour recently begun and, as we 
. believe^'yotir permanently continuing Movement, as a bright harbinger 
of the escape of the working class of Great Britain from the long 
centuries of persecution which have been heaped upon you as a result of 
that same process of la,nd-grabbing and tool-grabbing which, as above 
indicated, has also been practised against us; and.we give you our 
greetings and sympathy in the firm conviction that from you also a 
similar greeting and sympathy will be extended to us. 

Fraternally and sincerely, 

’ The Working Class op Mexico, 

By HonoreJ.Jaxon, SpBoial Envoy to Eure pe on, 

. ' ' , .behalf of the Insurrectos of Mexico. 


Inquiry from friends is cordially invited, Euriopeah address; 

27, Doughty Street, W.O., London, England. Ameri(^n address: 
1751, West Lake Street, Chicago^ Illinois, U.S.A. Address of 
Regen^'aoipnj our newspaper (printed partly in Spanish and partly, in 
English): ’51.9|, East Fourth Sbrept, Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. ' 

T . ' *■ 
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COMMERCIAL WAR AND MOROCCO. 

; ‘ ^ ^ __ ■ 'f 

Once again Capitalism and Government have lA’Oughb the peoples 
of England, France, and Germany to the verge or -one of the most 
awful conflicts in the history of mankirid. ' ; 

The capitalists and financiers' of France, Spain, England, and 
Germany have for many years beehr seeking to open up Morocco as a 
iparket for their goods and a sphere of investment .for -their capital. 

This rivalry, in .itself ha's almost bi'ought them to the point of armed 
conflict ; but the Moorish tribesmen have been somewhat of a stumbling- 
block, inasmuch as they have^made'an actfial conquest of their country 
by force a very difficult matter. 

: However, duplicity succeeded wliere.simple violence failed, and the 
occupation of Fez by a French force, giving them a great advantage' 
over their commercial rivals, brought with it a much moreserious 
development. , ’ / " * 

The German Government, in sending a warship to Agadir on the 
pretext of safeguarding. German commercial interests in that part of 
Morocco, rejily made a claim to .establish a fortified coaling-station for 
its fleet in-a fiOost important strategic position. The struggle then was 
actually between England-and Germany,, though nominally between , 
.the latter country and France.. - ' i 

For weeks the financiers and the Government cliques have been 
negotiating in secret, apd if they had failed to fake up some sorb of 
agreement amongst themselves, millions of men of various nationalities 
woitld have b eep^ engag ed in a terrible effort at pautual destruction. 

Do people reflect on thh fearful menace Capitalism and Government 
are to soemby ? A “ declaration of war ” means wholesale destruction 
of life and property. Such a conflict could not occur without the loss 
of hundreds of thousands of ^um^h lives. ' If only to pub an 'end for 
ever to this holocaust of “ outi’ages,”^Government ought to be abolished. • 
Anarchy at the worst could not possibly produce so bad a state of 
-affairs as a War between State Governments. 

Itis reported that Herr feebel at the Congress of the German''■ 
Social Democratic Party, while denouncing the idea"of war in connection- 
.with Morocco, derided tbe idea of a general strike. He referred to it 
"as “ a joke.’’ Well, so did members of'his party iii this country deride 
the idea until recently tfie general strike itself flung the. lie in their 
faces. An international genei‘al strike against war is the greatest and 
grandest possibility* of the time, and will focus the attpntid_n of the 
workers in all lands on the fact that their interests a'rid eneBiiris are 
everywhere similar. ' " ( . _ 

It is quite true that the bogus cries, of “ patriotism’'‘TTnd' tbV'' 
“safety of tbb Empire’’would be raised by the cliques who compose 
the various .Governments of Europe. None -know, better than they / 
that no army corps cquld be mobilised and transported from place .to 
place, no fleet could be provisioned,' .coaled, or -co^mpletely armed for 
hostilities, if the workers in thd mine, on the railway, the wharf, and in 
the dockyard refused to aid them. . . I 

’ Just as the transport workers of this country have recently demon- 
striated the complete dependence, of the wealthy classes upon their daily 
labour, so the 'international general strike would prove beyond even 
plausible contradiction' that Governments are powerless unless the 
workers are prepared to help them by* their work. 

' Besides which, is it not time that the working people, from whose 
ranks the soldiery are recruited, declare to these people that they 'will 
not-murder each other at their command. Utopian as the idea may 
appear to sopa© minds, soldiers and sailors will learn t hat g eographical 
or national boundaries do not make enemies of them; that their foes 
who deny them life and freedom reside at home in the countries in 
which they were born, and merely use them as catspawS^ very often 
indulgiiig-in war or war-scares in order to divert ;the people’s attention 
from pressing social problems and to delay reform or stave off 
revolution) ; 

. There is no country now where militarism is^fe from indictment; 

. The ghastly idiocy of war and preparations for "war, as welj- as the ' 
economic waste and moral degradation the . whole system prpduces, is 
more and more recognised throughout the world.. , 

Every war brings with it an exposure of the lies and rascality with 
which it originated and was accompanied, and the corruption, cruelty, 
cowardice, and incapacity tbe governing classes display. 

Each one brings terrible loss and suffering to the poorer closes, 
and also exhibits to them the ingratitude the rich to the men-who 
have fought for them in thsir wars, but whom they afterwards cast on 
the streets to clem and die like dogs, ' - * " « 

The wprkiog classes may^be dull and ^upid, but they are not so 
dull an^ stupid as to ignorri these facts when they are forced upon their 
j^ttention as they have been in recent years. • 

The receipt of a free'copy, of this paper is an invitation 
to subscribe. Is.. 6cl. per annum. 
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birth the Moscow police, wanting something to* do, decided the 
child-must leave the city as the inf ant had no diplorria. The 
fath'er protested to Stolypin that thei'6 was no Russian law to 
__ A’Joukital OP ANAKOHIST communism. Separate a.newly bom child'from its parents. AU in vain.- 

mniMy, One Penny; pos{frti,nd.;U.S.A., 8 Omis; 16 Ciniim^ Immediate expulsion was ,^he order, and father, ^ther, and 

-^ ;--J--—=--—— ---:_^ child were driven from their home, SupK was the} petty -spite 

Animal Subscription, post free, 1». 6d.; U.S.A,, 86 Oents; Frunoe, Ifir, 80o. of this ferocious tyrant who tratonled on evervthinff human 

- Eefc the mother Of England dLde whet^V or nob WoVs 

Wholesale price', -Is. 6 J. per ([mre of 26 postiftee in the United Kingdom.! pistol has delivered Russia aUd the world from a mOnSter whose 
' AU commurnoatton., eiohangsB, ic, to b. addrewed to ' - «very hamane person will hope we shall never look upon 
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tion isdnOjilnd mustbosentbeforenextmonthifyouwishtogooAreceinngtliepaper. '* I ——!— 

' " Tr >1 ~ 1 J 1 . 1 .^ -- The 44fh Trades- Union Congress has met,vfalked,' and 

Mo ney and Postal O rders should be.made payable, to T. H. Keell. enjoyed itself. It has dispersed, however, without a clear 

, . " ■ expression or^^ lead to the magnificent demonstration of fighting, 

- 'T ■ A spirit and solidarity so recently exhibited hy the rarik-and^file of 

lie 'pi , 3/ i yr3.nt. ^ theworkpeople in. the whole of the transport industries,’■* 

- . ' ' of ..the reasons for this is ths^^t the coal,and cotton- 

The end of Rfcolypin surprises nobody, not even., the political delegates still dominate the Congress. ‘- And ' thdfee' industries 
and jourualistic sycophants whose automatic expressions of have remained almost untouched by the new spirit. ; The small 
«regret are turned o^n like the records on a gramaphone. section of Welsh miners who waged a gallant fight for a 
This unspeakable .brute disguised in human form prepared his uiiuimum daily rate of pay (the present wage oE the miners is 
own end just as certainly as he strangled-or exiled the best , and pisce-work system) were not supported by the National 

4he bravest men and women of the Russian revolution. And ^ederatiorij.and have been compelled to return to work. - , 

not only of the revolution, but even those who had the least The next reason for the^-feelings of the more advanced 
sympathy with the mildest political or educational reforms. ** section of Trade Unionists' not securing expression is that the 
This monster held utodisputOd sway,for six years. Let us objects of^the Congress are legislative, and Parliamentary; 

take a hasty glance at the record of his crimes during that com- are-^(y To watch all legislation affecting. Labour) (2) to 

paritively brief period. • - ■ - initiate such legislation as Congress may direct. ' These are the 

. The last six years of 4he Tsar’s -life at Tsarskoe-Selo was a onZy objects for .which Congress is called togethof once a year, 
nightmare of fear and dread, and he was kept in 'this states a bping febneerned with ttfO duties of the Parliamentary 

tool in the hands of others, by priests and political and religious Clommittee elected at these gatherings, and internal, matters/ , 
charlatans, and, above all, by the policy of Stolypin, the real It wOl thus ^be seen that the very constitutidn of the Trades 
oppressor of Russia.,. JBagroff confessed hp had intended to kill Union Congress precludes any really revolutionary proposals 
the T6ar, only he feared the pogroms that might follow. Put coming before it. Only occasionally, when it suits the purpose 
■every, one understands that he chose the real despot, the real of‘^he politicians in controh^ are “ standing orders ” suspended 
apthor of Russia’s terrible sufferings. What are the facts of the a discussion on some wider issue in, the Labour struggle 
Stolypin regime ? ‘ ' , , allowedU^o take place. Nearly all the resolutions on the very 

^ To begin with, Stolypin was appointed as Prime Minister on fong agenda - deal with some teeliuical grievance off those em- 
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The End. of a Tyrant. 

The end of Stolypin surprises nobody, not even., the political 
and journalistic syoophanth whose automatic expressions of 
«regret are turned ou Hke the records on a gramaphone. 
This unspeakable .brute disguised in human form prepared his 
own end just as certainly as he strangled-or exiled the best , and 
•the bravest men and women of the Russian revolution. And 
not only of the revolution, but even' those who had the least 
sympathy with the mildest political or educational reforms. 

This monster held utodisputOd sway,for six years. Let us 
take a hasty glance at the record of his crimes during that com¬ 
paratively brief period. • - 

. The last six years of “the Tsar’s ■life at Tsarskoe-Selo was a 
nightmare of fear and dread, and he was kept in ‘this states a 
tool in the hands of others, by priests and political and religious 
charlatans, and, above all, by the policy of Stolypin, the real 
oppressor of Russia... Bagroff confes^d he. had intended to kill 
the T6ar, only he feared the pogroms that might follow. Tut 
■every one understands that he chose the real despot, the real 
apthor of Russia’s terrible sufferings. What are the facts of the 
Stolypin regime ? ' - , , 

1 'To begin with, Stolypin was appointed as Prime Minister on 


the understanding that he was to destroy the rights of liberty Ipoyc^i i^i a' particular trade,. and ask for~some legislative 
of conscience, liberty of the Press, right of assembly and associa- measup to put it right; ^ . , '■. 

tion,l and finally representative government, all wrung from the Another curb upon the tpngue-lof many delegates repre- 
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tion,land finally reppsentative government, all wrung from the 
Tsar by the revolution of 1905, And'as we have all seen, he 
has during the last six years '^been systematically destroying 
them. And what means did he adopt to carry out hjs 
reactionary crusade ? ' During this time the whale of Russia has 
been practically in a state of siege under -the special regime of 
Exceptional Temporary La w, giving t'o governors, to .the police, 
even, down to the pettiest agent of .this most corrupt .body, 
rights over the lives and the property of fhe whole of the 
’’Russian people. ‘ We all remember the case of the' little girl, a 
child of seven, who, innocently looking from the window Q|,the 
cell where her mother was imprisoned, was mercilessly shot foi* 
infringmgjthe orders of Stolypin. ' Or let us recall again the 
case of a Tittle boy of twelve who was hanged for stealing a 
puble (two shillings). In connection with this particular crime 
it must be noted that iu Russia capital punishment is-not in 
force, not even for parricides, ’and that capital punishment was' 
only sanctioned £or attempts on the life of the Tsdr or a member 
of his family. •Bub underlthe rule of Stolypin this poor child 
was hanged in spite of petitions for mepy from many eminent 
ppsondSC > ' 


senting the larger Unions is the longing for and hope of some 
fat appointment. under the Government.' In fact, it would hot 
■be‘far from the truth to say that in'many cases those who so 
zealously push these Labour legislative proposals expect to be 
appointed by tlie Government to help in their, adihinistration 
vvhen they become law. All these and many nainor factors 
coDibihe to smother any effort made.by isolated delegates to call 
attention to -the struggle o^'the workers as a class against-their. 
exploiters. I. ' " 

Besides, the Congress has no power. It is purely a debating 
society, with, the .right of electing the Parlia'mentary Committep, 
whose fupd'tiohs are to try to get resoluliions passed translated 
into law during the ensuing year, and to call the next Congress 
as decided. 

In spite of all these-reactionary influences, the Trades Union 
Congress does, in a clumsy way, reflect the real feelings of The 
majority of organised Labouri, It is, after, all,, only .active, 
energetic minorities w.^ are revoiutiohary. The larger Trade 
Unions have already secured conditions 'pf employmerib better , 
than many of their fellows, and are by no means disposed to 


During the last^ five years nearly 4,000 .persons have been <^trouble very mucb about those mqre unfortunate 
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hanged, and the prisons ^of the whole Empire have been “con¬ 
tinuously filled to overflowing by politicals and suspects^. Over 
qO,000 have been deported lyithowt friaZ, and simply by ,, the 
caprice of police orders authorised by Stolypin. Innocent, 
exiled, and deported people are systematically kept in a state of., 
starvation, and evpry local .policemap has the right to shoot them 
under the pretext that they are trying to'escape. 

He destroyed, even_ against the better judgment and_ good¬ 
will of the Conservatives, the liberty of Finland—tha.t beli^utiful, 
'peaceful, and progressive nation. He systematically persebuted 
Poles, Georgians, Little Russians, and the crimes he committed 
against these nationalities are known by the whole world. 


The great feeling of expectancy that the Congi’ess would 
make an attack/ppon the Government for having placed the 
country under martial .la’jvj has been altogether dis^pointed. 
Beyond a pious opinion expressed in a mild resolutioh, carefully 
prepared by the Standing Orders Committee, nothing has been 
done. The Home Office—the very one responsible for this 
infamy—was represented in the person of Mr. Shackleton. And 
Congress as, a whole, through his personality, kissed the hand 
That had murdered Their brothers. It was purely his personality 
that achieved this modern betrayal."' He has been twice President 
of Congress, and though for some time a member of the Labour 
Party, has never been more than a moderate Liberal in politics. 

•TT 1 - A. * 


_ A slayer of children, a would-be qestroyer of nations, he had He was, however, one of the fairest, as also one of the strongest,' 
in a conspicuous degree that pettiness of spite which all tyrants Presidents it has ever had., Delegates could not forget this, 
have possessed. We give this one instance., ^ His salary of £000 a year, as chief Labour adviser to the 

A doctor, a Jew, estabhshed in Moscow, and-holding a , Home OflSce, has been well earned for the rest of his'life by this 
U Diversity diploma, had a cr^ld, a boy. A few weeks after its one act alone. It means many votes that would otherwise have 
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* "been lost. Instead of Congress denotiiicing the Government as 

the brutal murderers they are, it has received as a" guest this 

-official from the very office, responsible for th,6 first bit of- 
i Eussi^n despotism; of modern times in Qreat Britain! Protests 
aVere made by the minority,^but they were of no avail.' • 

Under^gieath all the discussions," however, the recent events' 
were felt. British workmen are notoriously with but imaginatioh.. 
But no one anywhere is quicker.to realisef cold-hard facts. .' And 
-■ no soft words ofi respectable politicians, in or out of their own- 
. ranks, will ever be able to delude them as to the power ^they 
„ ' have in solidarity. / • , 

. ■ The General Strike was never mentioned openly in -the 

. -Congress, but it was on . every delegate’s lips in private. And 
next to the exploiters and middle-class politicianSj no one is so 
utterly scared^ at the prospect .of it as,many of those who did 
their best at the. Congress to prevent it being discussed. 

. . It is, necessary to take the Congress day by day to get at thS 
•salient points raised.' The first day is largely routine. Com- 
. mittees are elected .and non-contentions resolutions, mostly 
‘ technical, submitted.'^ and .agreed to. The presidential address, 
7 pi'mlefi^m advance and agreed to by the Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee, is solemnly read by the Chairman, for which he is duly. 
.thanked. ’ Attention was drawn to the fact that for the first time 
the Congress had. been honoured (!) by being invited to attend 
the Coronation,- and that the Chairman and another member 
of the Parliam.entary Committee had been selected to represen|i 
. Labour. Later on, gratification was expressed at the STiCce'ssful' 
issue of the recent revolts of Labour, and a plea was made for 
the rank-and-file' to trust their leaders. The inevitable vote-of 
thanks followed, and a magnificent opportunity for a stirring 
lead to the present spirit _ an^ong the workers was gloriously 
missed. ’’ \ : 

On the ^econdr"'"day the report of the year’s work oLThe 
, Parliamentary Conssnittee came before Congress. In tne hearts 
■of all the advanced delegates there was a feeling of resentment 
against the Government for its recent infamous actidh; This 
. found first expression against several Government officials— 
recent active Trade Unionists—who wei'e on the platform, repre¬ 
senting the Board of Trade and the Home Office. . In the report 
these had been described as “ fraternal ” delegates, and on atteh- 

- tion being’’called to it, the Chairman said an error, had beep 

made, and it should be reotifi.ed. - ■ ■ ’ •• • 

[ Then a railwaymen*s delegate, Mr. Bromley, secured the' 
-suspension of the standing orders “ to protest against the actibn 
‘ •of the Parlianientary Committee’ in ‘inviting any representative 
of the Government to attend'.the Congress and patronise the 
representatives of Labour.’’ To* prevent this being carried all 

- the forces of the political vvirepullers and office-.seekers ’ were' 
brought into play. Shaw, of the Textile "Workers, and Brace, of 
the South Wales Miners—the latter has been mentioned as likely 
-to secure a position as mine inspector—did their best to save ‘ 

the situation for the Government. While tfie latter was- making 
ra silver-tongued speech and saying “Mr! Shackl'eton was nb less 
a-friend of Labour because he was where he was,—a voice was , 
■clearly heard ,to say, “ But the bullets kill just as quick.” , When 
the'Vote was taken, it was seen that the miners and the cotton 
•operatives were voting against it. That,^ sealed its fate, and it- 
■■ was’ defeated by a large majority. Thus the first attempt in 
Congress to censure'the Government was' downed. 

'The most exciting debate on the third day . was over"'the 
Resolution in favour of a Citizen Army, This is ^ British Social 
Uemberatic ‘delusion,’ fostered by such Imperialistic Jingo 
Socialists as the journalist Blatchford and the oldrtime Social 
- Democrat H. M. Hyndman. It wab riddled by the Liberal 
Labour M.P- John Ward,- who,, still keeps a small Navvies and 
’General Labourers’ Union going, to eha’ble him to visit Congress ; 
and in a telling antimilitarist speech by J. R. Clynes, a Labour 
.Party M.P. . ., • 

.. The strange contradicticp of both the mover and seconder of- 
the'resolution (Stokes, of the • Glassblowersj and Will Thorne, of 
the Gas Workers, both also of'’ the old but small ■'Social Demo- 
■cratic Party) was that while * they proved that the workers had 
nothing to fight for, “ their only share of their country probably 
being contained in a flower-pot,” they each declared their 
readiness, to .fight against invasion of this flower-pot, and urged 
the necessity of every able-bodied man being a soldier. The 
opponents pointed out,that Lord Roberts and all conscriptionists 
said the same, and that they were only playing into the hands of 
these military reactionaries by their advocacy of a Citizen Army. 
This Socialist fantasy was heavily defeated. 

On the fourth day tlie Government’s proposals for sickness 
and invalidity insurance were discussed. It was extraordinary 
to notice the dexterity with which the Labour Party men 


•managed to eat all their previous arguments , in favour .of a non- 
hontributory scheme of old-age pensions, in discussing these new 
j^roposals of Lloyd George. The factj is, the Labour Party is 
Vnow so far committed to the Liberals ^at it is unable to take an 
“ independent lead on any question, except when the Liberals-are ■ 
supported by the Conservative Party. .The Labour men do not 
. want; another election, so are afraid to defeat the Government. 

' However, while Congress defeated an entirelyi non-contributory 
•scheme, it carried, in spite of the opposition bf the moderates, a 
• resolution in favour of no contribution by those workers getting 
less than 103. per week. This would apply largely to women 
and agricultural laboui'ers. . 

Then a .resolution severely condemning Will .Crooks, M.P., 
the clown of the Labour Party, for introducing a Bill to make 
strikes illegal, was warmly carried. Finally for the ,day, a reso¬ 
lution in favour of a , splendid secular . education programme was 
carried by a majority of 7 to 1. It has been the habit of the 
Catholic Church during the last year or two to arrange a confer¬ 
ence of all the Catholics who are sent as delegates, a day-6r two 
beforehand j and t'o make a --dead set” against secular, education. 
ItTs terrible to see the. raving passion of these men. on this . 
subject, urged on beforehand at "their conference by the priests. 
Mostly Irish,, and good fighters at all times,'it is a pity the 
industrial and economic struggle cannot command a valour 
equal to that shown in' their miserably reactionary attitudebn 
this question affecting the children of the future. 

’’ It is difficult to supi up the tendencies’ discernible at ,the 
Congmss. One overpo-^ering influence is the' blight of political 
ambition. Members of Parliament! Justices pf the Peace, . 
County - Oduncillors, and Municipal Oouncillors swarm as . 
delegates at the gathering, ^o. far, the British workpeople have 
failed tp grasp the fact th^t just as Capitalism is constantly 
attracting to its side -new h|ppd‘^’oni -the ranks of the workers in 
the competitive industfial struggle, so middle-class political 
institutions are for ever absorbing, the best brains of the workers 
through democratic electioneering.’ Aud they do not yet see 
that this latter is a ItUore' insidious danger to the Labour' move¬ 
ment than the loss df some of their erstwhile friends who have 
managed to become employers. 

- Those who have .secured ,.pome public position through 
pplitics nearly always lend the we'ght of theii; influence, little or 
much, against revolutionary tendencies. They reflect the 
wretched snobbery of working-class respectability. Differences- 
- 'there are ii;'.shade and colour and’degi’ee; but they aZ2 urge 
strictly consritutional, one might say conservative, .action. It 
was these past masters in manipulation -who successfully 
smothered ail frank discussion of the recent industrial revolt and 
prevented a'ny declaration in favour of direct action. In short, 
these Labour politicians, in being ^jnd in heart (those who have 
' got there and those who hope to), lorm at present ah invincible, 
rutnp at the Congress. ■ They are; .working men- with middle- 
class' souls, longing for power of some kind over theit fellows. 

. While there is no conscription in England anti-militarism is 
never likely to take-the same strong, sharp form that it does ofi 
the Continent. What there is of it ®lmongst the workers is ’ 
largely a reflection of th©'’ Liberal and Quaker fiioral peace 
■teaching, a kind of mild -middle-c^ss Tolstoyism. ■ It is not a 
•movement of reyolt' against an intolerable tyranny which every; , 
one feels, but rather an academic desire for peace. While it'is' 
.not' strong eno-iigh to prevent war if the interests of the wealthy 
classes called for one, as was proved a d^&de ago over South 
Africa, it has enough strength to prevent the establishment'of 
new and dangerous forms of militarisnu such as the fantastic 
Citizen Army of a few Imperialist Social Efenmcrats. 

Already in mentioning the resolution on hducafS.onpreference 
has been made to the'intervention- of the Catholicitiests. It jis. 
only of recent years that this Church has openly auhmpted td 
influence the Congress, To-day it is “secular” educatiohdihey- 
make the excuse for exerting their power over their followehL 
But will it eqd there ? It is very doubtful. English Ca!iholici^m^\ 
is-a most deadly reactionary force. But while there are, some of , 
the influences for conservatism and eveh reaction in the British 
TradeUnion movement, on the other hand there are factors at 
work among the younger and more advanceci delegates which . 
give one hope for the future. Everywhere the ideas of a 
“General Strike,” .of “Syndicalism,” were being discussed by 
groups of delegates in. private, .The recent successes along 
these lines cannot be permanently smothered. • ,* 

If Will Crooks’s Bill dealing ■with strikes (making them- 
impossible in fact) was condemned and killed, it was largely due 
!to recent events. The older men h^ve been staggered and the 
Parliamentary politicians dumbfounded by what has happened. 
Tom Mann is a popular idol among the younger element of the 
rank and file in the Trade Union movement. His pamphlets * 
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are read all over the country. It will take, time for these 
ideas to replace the l^arliamentary humbug, which has paralysed 
the Jjabour ^ movement in Great JBritain for the past fen 
years.. The Labour politicians have had a fright. They still 
hold the reins of power in the Trades Union |.Oongrfess.. But 
the lesson as to where the real, strength of C/abour lies has 
■gone right home to the hearts of the workers of Great/Britain. 
Nothing can put them back to the old position. The /Trades 
Union Gongress of 1911,is the last of its kind. , It will h® com¬ 
pelled to unite with the'Labour. Barty to hold its own against the 
new spirit and. the General Strike, ' 

ToUn Turner, 


j ' ' \ 'f . ^• 

parties had no business to interfere/ And from Seville they give what 
we think the.right commerlt—-viz,, that the revolution being the first- 
thing needed, it was treason to let such an opportunity be lost by not 
supporting'the movement,\ In that case, the defaulters are the 
Socialists of tglesias in' Madri^ and; the Bepublicdns, of Lerroux’in 
Barcelona. If Madrid 'and Barcelona had supported the heroic- 
struggle of the provinces, the victory of the revolution would have been' 
certaih. In Bilbao, Valencia, Gand|a,' Oullera, Oarcugente, I’errol,. 
Gijon, Corunna, Malaga, .Saragossa, Seville, etc., they did wonders. If 
Madrid and the Catalan provinces had joined, Alfonso wopid have been 
obliged to come and keep company with his Portuguese friend, Ddm- 
Hanoel. T. del Marmol. 

Brazil. . 


THE AWAKENING OF PORTUGAL 


It is now an ;admitted fact that the change of Government in 
Portugal does not in any way concern the welfare of the people. 
Considering the circumstances under which the Republic was brought 
about, and the men who were provisionally put in power, even 
pessimists were at first inclined to-"believe that Portugal would not 
follow the beaten track of other Republican countriesj but/ would 
sincerely try to fulfil the promises made to, and by which they deluded, 
the people. But we now see that, like other countries, it it simply a 
case of putting Manuel out and placing Braga or Arriaga in. The 
people arb buffering in the same Way as tljey did under monarchical 
rule. The same scandals that took place during the reigns of King 
Carlos and Eing Manu^ are happening to-day. The only people who 
are really benefitting aip the paen who are actually in power. 

The Rbpuhlican press,-which formerly used to speak so much about 
freedom, equalityj and the people’s happinessj now even refuses to 
publish notices sent in by the workers’ Syndicates, and when referring to 
strikes invariably says that the strikers ai-e in the ^ay of the Royalists. 

One of tne “-advantages’’ihrought about by the Republic was the 
increase in the cost of provisions, A public demonstration was arranged 
to take place on'August 22 to protest against thii$ increase and the 
SPandalous way the new rulers are protecting the monopolists (vyhom 
they used to attack so vigorously while in the Opposition). ‘The 
authorities, however, in-spite of 'all the “ democracy ” of the new 
regime, thpughj; it was hot in their interests to allow this demonstration 
tb be held, ah’d so pi^ohihited it. But the j^oile were not to be 
baulked of a right to which they Were entitled under the old 

"^'bgim^, and instead of one, four' big demonstrations were held. The 
following resolution was read, and approved by the popple :-4‘‘That ' 
this demonstration of working people of Oporto, held at the suggekion 
x}f_the Anarchist groups, protests against the insidious way in which 
the bourgeois press' has referred to the recent strikes and especially to 
the revolutionary action of tl^ people of, Lisbon ’; and also protests 
action of the monopolists of oil qnd other necessities, who 
are trying'to increase starvation amongst the working classes.” Later, 
a comrade called the attentioh of the people to the great English strike, 
and after advising them to follow the example i of their English 
comrades, proposed a resolution, which • was also - approved, con grata-. 
iating .the English workers on their adoption of revolutionary methods 
■ to fight their exploiters. .■ t— - 

In one respect, however, the Republic seems to have done an 
* enormous amount of good to the people—it opened'their eyes. Formerly 
they were ^ught; that if only the Eing, could be .^t out and a President 
put in his place, all their troubles would be over, and life to them 
would be a paradise on earth. It was by these false pretences that the 
Republicaha got the people to sacrifice their lives and—"fight for them. 
But they have since learned that noth'ihg short* of the abolition of all 
. forms. t)f government will bring, freedom and fraternity, and that is 
what, they are now fighting for. ,f * ■ Myer. 


INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

■ .1 __ ' ■ ■■ - 

Spain, 

The recent strikes in England- have found echo, in Spain, In. 
nearly_£yery town the General Strike has been declared. The centres 
of the great movement are Malaga, Bilbao, Santander, Langreo, and 
Mieres. Owing to- the provoking attitude of the troops, serious dis¬ 
turbances, have occurred in Bilbao and Santander, which resulted in 
much^ bloodshed. Work is completely at a standstill in Asturias 
and in- the adjacent mining^ di str icts. In Villafranca del Panades 
partial strikes have been takrng^ace for quite a long time, only now 
developing into a General Strike. The president and secretary of the 
Eederacion Obrera Local (Lncal Workers’Federation) were arrested on . 
the eternal charge of exciting the strikers to resort, to violence. 
Juaquin Bueso, of the Workers’ Federation of Barcelona, 'ivho was 
.present at a public meeting in Villafranca, was also arrested on this 
charge. ' M. F. ’ 

LAa?BR News. —From Madrid we hear that all the fault for the 
failure of the strikes rests with the Social Democrats. • Frpm Barcelona 
they say it lies at'the doors of the Republicans of the Lerroux Party 
(Radicals). Valencia and Saragossa acknowledge that the matter was 
a pure Labour business, and that the Socialist, and Republican political 



At San Paulo Anarchist propaganda is going ahead as usual. The- 
new group “ Guerra Social ” and the “ San Paulo Women’s Associa¬ 
tion” are doing good. work. The builders went-out on strike on 
August 1st, and are confident of coming out.victorious. In Sorocaba 
over 12,000 weavers are on strike. 

In Rio do Janeiro a long-felt want has just been filled by .the appear¬ 
ance of a new Anarchist fortnightly paper, A ChceiTa Social^ published’ 
by the best elements in Rio. This paper should do much to,encourag& 
the propaganda and stir up things in Rio, There are murmurs of dis¬ 
content amongst the dockers, stevedores, and'carmen, who are expected* 
to go out on strike shortly. . ' -—- .M. F. 


THE WEEKLY P4PJ;r. , 

"■ ■ ~ ■ ■ .1* ‘ ' ■ . . ■ ■ ; 

In Freedom for September thpre appeared a circular letter stating- 
that it was our intention-to start a weekly Anarchist paper, arfd calling 
on all comrades to come forward quickly and something towards the 
work of launching thip paper. The response to that letter has been far 
from satisfactory. Tifue, a* few coharades' have 'corresponded with us 
and • become 10s. s-ubscrihers. It is, true also that the Edinburgh; 
comrades have set ahoht organising a local 'conferencOj’with’ a, view to- 
doing something. We want something' more satisfactory than this.-; 

, We take it for granted that the majority‘of the readers of Freedom are- 
pur comrades. We laelieve that you are,j not satisfied with the present ' 
condition of things, but would like to’see'in existence-the Free Society; 
which is our ideal. We believe, that you are willing to work towards- 
the realisation of this end. - - • 

Here, then, is your opportunity. Here and now ypt^can help to- 
strike ,a blow'-at the 'tyranny that oppresses you. You can come 
forward imbued with the spirit of i'tyolt,|-^join Vith-ut, and working 
together we can endeavour to'rend asUnder the chains that hold us III 
bondage. We can breathe^the air of’the revolution. We can live! 

We believe the time is now ripe for spch a paper. We have- 
statedLso{-i..We pave alrea<(ly' pointed to the fadb that “ revolutionary ” 
politics, having been tried, have been found- wanting. That, the 
leaders have time and again been discarded. That the tendency now 
is toward Direct Actiorf.H^'Thsit recent events have shown the great 

■ alteration that has taken place in- the attitude of the workers. That 

all these things indicSMthat energy, confidence, and enthiisiastn are all 
that is required to make our paper a success. . - 

But'we want help. Lott must be included in thab'pronount' • 
“ow?’.*’ You must come forward prepared to give.us a helping hand. 
Y.ou must not remain any longer inactive philosophising, and wondering» 
when the revolution is going to take place. You must come forward 
and help to, make the revolution. Remember that “ th-;y,who would 
he free themselves "must strike the blow.’’ Remember that there is 
plenty of woi'k to be done. Remember that we 'cfm make this paper a ' 
success. Remember that ^ real live Direct Action paper, keeping in 
tou'ch with the active element of organised Labour, w-iHHw one of our 
strongest weapons. OOme forward," then; give us your help, and we- 
will forge that weapon. — ' ' ' ,, 

Get to work at once. Form a local group wherever possible. Get- 
in .subscriptions towards the £250 necessary !^for starting the paper.- * 
Raise money by concerts and lectures. Advertise the coming weekly* 
with a view towards its distribution. . Send a letter to the Secretary^ 
Glasgow Anarchist'Group, 7 Holland Street, Glasgow. Deluge him 
with letters. >■ Bombard' him with inquiries or suggestions. ^ Tell him 
you have become a lOs. subscriber, and are trying to obtain' as many, 
others as possiblejj, ^ 

As has been stated, we are^ going'to have a conference about 
Christmas to settle the final details of the paper. That conference will 
probably be held at Leeds, Manchester, or Liverpool. It rests with you, 
comrades of these 'towns, to settle where it will be held. It is for you 
to come forward and undertake all^ the" necessary arrangements of the 
conference. Here is a fine opportunity for an energetic comrade^ If 
2 /OM don’t come forward and undertake, thb arrangements, nothing can, 
be done. Don’t to see if the comrades in l$e other towns are^ f 
gqing’to do it, : “Do it 

■ . We here im Glasgow are very busy. One of our .comrades has run- 

a,successful smoking concert; another has run a social, also a great 
sfipcess. Collections are taken at open-air meetings, ' Subscription 
cards have been printed'. We all .are pretty busy, but our secretary 
wants more to do in the way of| dealing with correspondence. You see ' 
that he gets more to do. ' ' 

"*) • Perhaps soine of the readers of Freedom don’t agree with us. 
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:about this weekly paper.’ Perhaps you think the time is not ripe. 
Perhaps you don t interpret recent events as we do. Perhaps you have 
-other objections. If you have, let us hear from you; let us hear what 
you have to say; let us heVr your objections. In any case, write to uS.. 
any rate, jiisUfy yoit/)'existence. D, K 

■ NOTICE]. , '■ ) 

Early in November, our comrade G. Barrett, the prospectiife editor 
ot the new weekly^paper, will undertake a tour for propaganda purposes 
the aims and objects of the paper. A-mong the towns he 
^‘^inburgh, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, London, and 
•possib y Plymouth and- Bristol. The-co-piieration of comrades is 
■heartily invited to make the tour a success, an(i those who can arrange 
•meetings in the above or any other towns shpuld communicate as earjy 
•as possible with G. Barrett, 7 HollancLStreet, Glasgow. 


elections are good, opportunities for propaganda has been too often foisted 
upon us by the present Labour M.P.s and C.C.s. “Experience is a bitter 
school where fools groT^j wise.” We have had‘enough of Parliament and 
Louncil. Let rotters gp there; to idle their time away, but “ honest 
must b e m the industrial arena rubbing shoulders with' the workers. 


We have just had a letter fvpm our-comrade Knight, of Brighton. In 
a town like that the “blight of respectability” is manifest in its inliabi- 


”The State: Its. Historic Role.” 


T. lecture of, KroEotkin’s, in the “I'r8edom 

Pamphlet series, has^ now reached' a fourth edition. It occupies 
/-torty-two pages, and is provided with an attractive red’cover. The 
pice IS twopence. ■ This* edition appears at a most opportune moment, 
when the tendency towards reliance upon the State has been so rudely 
•checked by recent occurrences. - ' . , ’ ■ 

. Kropotkin ^ undertakes the task“o£ “ thoroughly examining the 
Idea.... of the State.... ite essence, its rd?e in the past, land the part it 
niajf be called tipon to play in the future.” He says It is on the 
State question that Socialists are divided... . On the one hand, there 
•are those who hepe to'accomplish the Social Revolution • by means of 
the State : by upholding most of its functions, by even extending them 
and making use ,of them for the Revolutipn. And there are those who', 
,4i^p.us, seem the State, not only in its actual form and' in alt forms 
;^at it^might assume, but in its very essence, an obstacle to the Social 
Ptevolution: the most seriohs hindrance to the budding of a society based 
on equality and liberty ; |he historic form elaborated to impede this 
'budding—and >ybo ctnpqbently work to abolish the State! and not to 
retorm it.- 1 he division is deep. , It corresponds to two divergent 
-currents wkiiih clash in all-philosophy, literature, and ’ action of our 
times. I - '1 ’ 

. A=vpy Ih'orough historical examination follows, which is of great 
■value to all students of Socialism. f . ' 


tants. However, the boys down there have been making thiiigs lively 
c A othe railway workers. It appears that the Secretary 

or the A.S.R.S. deliberately held back the telegram that he received from 
London calling the men out on 'strike. , Some of the inen did not get their 
‘ three days had elapsed—after it was all over. “Two sergeants 

ot the Irish Dragoons were taken in irons for refusing to go to Derby to 
shodt down the Strikers there. Good luck to them. It all helps the cause.” 
bo mnch. for oiir colleagues in Brighton. But why not give us a monthly 
reportof things ? It also helps the cause.,. ; n 

_ The‘International Club is clos^T^'Kindly address letters, etc., to 
15 Boswell Street. School^und: F, Goulding 6d. Dick James. 

- , The following sums were contributed to the defence fund opened on 
behalf of pr comrade Smith, who was-arrested for distributing Anarchist 
leallels:-L. P. 5 s., G. S, 2s. (id., G. D. 14s., S. H. M. 2s. 6iJ., To till £1 Is. 
As the receipts balance the expenses of the case, the subscription list is 

' . ' • ■ . ..: . s.h/mpwh. 


' ■' c-owds are the’ lule on the Market every Sunday 

,j 5’ght,' On the iOth I had an audience of quite 1,500 for ‘two hours. After 
dealing with the Trades Union Congress and the’Labour IVI.P.s’ Bill to 
Kill-strikes, I talked for an hour on Anarchy pure and. simple. Every 
apostle of the Government cult, from S.P.G.B. to Tory, is having a rare old 
-time misrepresenting me ; and I laugh and tell my audience that as most 
ot these people are their open enemies |oy interest, the fact of them all 
being against Anarchism ought to make them consider seriously if the 
Anarchist be not right. _ There'is no great sale of literature at present, 
but It will grow as prejudice and fear dfe down.' Comrades in Burnley 
and district are invited to give a helping hand. , , J. TAMnm. 


_ New^stle-on-Tynb. We have just had a visit from our comrades 
Davison, Turner, Jaxon, and Dick Jamesj the result is thiit we have been * 
roused into action. Public interest has -.been centred on the Trades’ Union 
Congress, but.by the help of our ,visiting Comrades we have been able to 
locus some attentipn on the Anarchist ideals and movements On Thursday 
®®P^®oiber 7, Jolm Turner spoke to a large audience .in the Bigg 
Market, on “ Direct Action in the Labour Struggle.” At the eonCinsion 


V there }Menty of questmns aUd a good isale of literature. On the following 
night HonorO Jaxon spoke at the same place on “Direct Action in iMexico” 

O nrl n f lam m*mr^ mP ■*>!-» ys. ___ 1 _ 1 ? .1 . 1 - . ^ 


j J c Ji ---lU U.U.CA.1UU) 

and .at the end of the meeting several applied for literature, oh the* subject. 

OOin m A oravA •a/M'at’o Isi'i iiy-l __ /ffirrr* . 
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PROPAGANDA NOTES. 


’lEe^^orts of the Moment are specially invited, and should be sent in not 

l^tav ilian the. 2Sth of each monthf^ 


At both meetings-we gave some hundreds of leaflets away (“I’Whab is 
Anarchism ?”), and the sale of literature, including four doxen Freedoms 
amounted to between 83. and,9$. Through the efforts of comrade Davison’ 
each delegate at r,he Congress received one of our^new leaflets, “Anarchy and 
the Labour War.” , . ■ ’ ji 4-' . f" 

r 1 , Thii^rsday evenings (7.3oj irr^o. 2 Room, 

Lockharts Cafe, ohposite the Fruit Market, Clayton btretTt. Comrades who 
are wiUiug tn help should communicate with G.,XFeorge, 18 Sandringham 
Itoad, South Gosforth, . . ^ 




t , Glasgow. Just now there is amplebpportqhity for those who are willing 
to be working members instead of only symjjathisers. The ’Weekly Paper 
m a very important item, atad ideas for raising funds w6uld be very useful, 
•totamp books and subscription lists can be had from the seerfetary, so we 
shall expect quite a number of applications from those readers of Freedom 
■who have not already had any.-^ •. 

A debate is being arranged (likely to take place at the end of October 
or beginning of November)' with Govan S.D.P., on Social Democracy and 
Anarchism. Meetings are still held on Gaol Square at'7 p.m. on Sundays, 
^ A Barrett holds a good crowd, .and litMature goes fairly 

well.. As last winter, we'intend having lectures in Brassfinishers’Hall on 
alternate Sundays, beginning on October‘29, which will probably be a 
■lantern lecture. ■ ^ ^ 

Qk Tuesday at 8 p,min Clarion Rooms, 7 Holland' 

, totreet. 1 he first hour is giverUo business, after which some comrade reads 
a.paper or starts A-‘discussion. The'following, list,has been arrano'ed : 
October 3r^ McKay, “ Progress q| Anarchy lOffitTBalrett, “Aims“and 
Obj-cts of Weekly Paper”; l7tR Kennedy, “What’s in a Name?”: 24tb, 
'totewart, and 31etj Scott; the subjects to, be aunounedd, A. F, 


_ Govan.— The meetings here have finished7or the summer, and though 
It is- ra.ther depressing that supposed sympathisers get no further than 
sympathising, our comrade Barrett by his constant efforts haq roused much 
■interest ill Anarchism, which we hope will progress. ‘ A. F. 


f 


Aberdeen.— Comrades ,in Aberdeen interested in the formation of a 


• ** - .1 - —AAA VV« XyMWVVA AAA Afll O X 1 Ui £li U1 Vll UA 

■militant A.narchi8t group,- and in the starting of an Anarchist weekly paper, 
areunvited|o communicate with Jay, c/o ’Mrs. Morrisoti, 26 Princes Street’..^ 


Liverpool. “We are gently .but firmly making headway in our open-air 
i^opaganda. Comrade Muston is leading the way in' a strenuous manner. 
We have had several good-dieetings during the,month, a visit from comrade 
I enlivening things somewhat in this direction. ,The comrades have 
■also been sildntly working in the distribution of leaflets and selling of 
(pamphlets, which certainly tells in a most effective manner. 

The aftermath of the strikes is the eager discussions of the various 
sections of the Workers upon the question of how best to succeed next timd. 
Never in the history of Trade lUnionism has there been such a strengthening 
The I.L,P. is not behindhand in exploiting this ,Wonderful 
solidpity of the men by trotting out the numerous saviours of society for 
election. The last word, of emancipation willmot be said at the ballot-box,’ 
•but in the siree^.' ■ ■ 

-r>* ^ opportunity of offering my sincere condolences to Fred 

.'Bower in his endeavour to-emancipate tbb workers by jumping on their 
hacks into the privilegjed position of a (Dity Councillor. The plea that 


LQND()N. _ . 

U C^erkbnwell.—S ince our lastAeport^rety suc^lessful meetings have 
peen held at Garnault Place,. wJiCre our propaganda ■•lias made things move, 
although we have been iiv'ttxisteufcejbut a few we(|ks. Meetings have been 
addresaed by our comrade Mrs.: BaPser, wlioae spleiicM ^ech dealing with . 
the, strikes was so. aihch appreciated by the-audience tbuh-they are eon- ' 
tinually inquiring for the date of her next visit. - A very successful meeting 
,‘was also addressed by our comrade Ponder, who, in spite of .a. downpour 
or rain,-began to speak to .the few assembled, and in k'very few moments 
was abb to convince, the Clerk of the Weather of the truth Of Anarchism, 
.as the t^ ’w^^ns turned off an,d our’principles were expounded to a Jki’ge 
crowiL The sales of lite'rature are fair, considering the ^neighbourhood, but 
would be better if we , had the support of those comrades who, although 
unable to speak, might succeed in-pushing literature. ' J. WAlsii. 

^■kLTHAMSTOw,—rMeetings at Church Hill have been going “strong 
^Spite the fact that our comrade Poiiil^’ has been almost our only speaker. 
He has mostly had a good crovfd to speak tQj”ai'id always makes it. worth 
” listen, for he'usually gives*them an intellectual set lecture 

' delivers in good style, to the disgust of the State Socialists (S.D P ’ ' 

b.P.G.B., etc.), especially when hb deals with the science of Government 
(toocialist and otherwise). On September 27 our comradie Mrs. Baker paid 
us^a visit. In spiteof the opposition of some sky-pilots, we soon had a very • 
large crowd, and our comrade gave a splendid address, which was greatly 
, applauded., ’ j. LTrob. ^ 

V ^^p^ORiA Park.—A s usual, the putdic will attend our platform, knowing 
that here they can hear the principles of Anarchism in simple language and 
no questions are evaded. Oiir comrades Ponder and Baron have been doing 
splendid work. Sugar and Seltzer giving a helping hand. J. Tochatti paid 
us a welcome visit. Literature sales increasing’.' A. S. 

.Mile End.— Splendid meeting are'being held at the corner cf Sidney 
Street on Saturday evenings. At first our audiences were surprised at the' 
audacity of Anarchists coming to Sidney Street, of Yellow Press fame. Novr"' 
we liav.e a fort there, and expound the principles of Anarchist Commutrism. 
Each meeting gams fresh sympathisers, and the sale of’ literature and collec-’ • • 
tions'are good. Numerous speakers have taken dart in the meetings. We 
hope comrades will give us asaistance'on Saturdays at 7.30. . A. S. 

itr Park.—O n Sunday evening, September 24, our comrades Ewart 

Webster, the Australian,-and Percy Tanner, the ubiquitous, were arrested 
,in Hyde Park on a charge of selling literature. The next day at Marylebdne 
they were fined Ss. each. Tanner paid for business reasons, but Webster 
elected to do five days in prison instead A voluntary witness named Smith, 
with the appearance of a retired professional man, said that he had listened 
to all the speakers, but never saw literature sold, and was much disgusted 
when he sAw the detectivesjrush in and arrest our comrades. 

p WooL)vicii.—The great feature of the Bereaford Square meetings is the 


t 
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sale of literature, whfch ^Ims been as bigU as ISs. on one Sv^jiday, and the 
demand still continuep,. Good work has been done by Ray, ITochatti, Ponder, 
and others. , , / 

I^OUTH Lokdon.—-A t Rushcrdft Road, Brixton, and St. George’s Circus 
the meetings are 8t)ll going strong, the speakers ab the former place being 
Mrs. Baker, Ray, and “ the Man from Nowhere.” Literature sales good, 

NOTICE,—A meeting will be held on \Veduesday, October 11 (8 p.m.), at 
139 Great Titchfield Street, W., to discuss winter propaganda. All concerned 
' are invited, . l 

• ' ' ' ’ i 

■ • ■ . t 

Anarchist Communist Meetings in London. 

’■ s • — ■ 

• Biixton—liusbcroft Road, Sundays, 7.30. r' 

Olerkenwell—Garnault Place, Mondays and Thursdays, 8. 

East Ham—Cock Hotel, Tbucadays, 7.30. / 

Edmonton—Silver Street, Thursdays, 8, 

Pulham—Walham Green Church, Sundays, 11.30; Tuesdays, S, 

Hyde Park—Sundays, 7. ■ 

Mile End Waste—Saturdays, 8. 

Regent’s Park—Sundays, 11,30, < 

Southwark—St. George’s Circus, Thursdays, 8. 

Tottenham—WesTGreen Coruerj Sundays, 7.30. • 

Upton Park—District Railway-Station, Mondays, 7.30. ' 

■’ , Victoria Park—Sundays, 11.30, 

■Walthamstow—Church Hill, Wednesdays, 8. * . , 

Woolwich—Beresford Square, Sundays, 11.30. 

Speakers wishing to book up vacant dates, or willing to exchange dates, 
should write J. F. Tanner, 29 Beryl Road, Ham,mersniith, W. 
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